Collections: Movie Queen Mania

Th-: folks in Van Buren hnally know
what's in the can: a 1930s movie
queen.

The Movie Queen, Van Buren, that
i, The 16mm flm had been passed from
person w person ever since it surfaced n
the Wan Buren Roary Club some years
agro,

“INo one had any idea whac was on e
Because there was no way to show it,”
Ay Thaniel |.;|!:-|_1E|1T{':, whin decided o
satishy everyone’s curiceary by sending the
reel to MHF For transter o videompe,

While :m,:.n:qcil'.]__rl the muvies condition,
archivist Dwight Swanson noticed
similaritics to the Meovie Clucen series
shor around Mew England by Boston
Almmaleer Margarer Cram or Mazgareer
Cram Showealier in the mid-19340s,

Lapointe, who works in Van Buren's
economic development ofhce, agreed o
donate the original footage to MHE
bringing our collection of Movie Clucens
to cight,

Meanwhile, the video has been a
conversation starter in Yan Buren, where
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peally imcerested in the scenes from the
ald days."

A Bustling Town

The Van Buren hlm offers a rare glimpse
of the communiry, its people and
businesses circa 1935, [r begins with
rownspeople capedy awaicing the movie
queen at the railway stmtion, The Boy
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movie, reereh dewn Van Buren's sirecs,
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Fand in spanking white uniforms, and
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cars hearing digniraries.

The filrm differs from ather
Mowiz Cueens in thart the
acrress is not kidnapped and
rescued by a handsome local
hizra,

Lapainte says the Alm
depices Van Buren during irs
economic hevday, when 34
lumber mills kepe che wwn
humming, A few scenes were
shor in S Leonard, Mewe
Brunswicl, evidence of the
closer fes the towns once
shared,

“The first time we saw it, |
was really excived,” Lapointe
sy, W hadn't had a clue of
what was in there, and we
recogmize] some people right
away,” He is arranging for a
pubilic soneening at the Van
Buren Pubslic Library,




